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¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ŀ ŘǊȅ ŜȅŜ ƛƴ 
the house following  
bǳǊǎŜǊȅΩǎ bŀǘƛǾƛǘȅ tƭŀȅΦ 
Ψ²ƘƻƻǇǎ-a-5ŀƛǎȅ !ƴƎŜƭΩ 
was  performed beautifully,  
with every child having 
their moment to shine.   

 
On a suitably chilly evening, a 
huge number of children, parents, 
grandparents, as well as wider 
family and friends, gathered for 
our Carol Service.  A beautiful solo 
ǾŜǊǎŜ ƻŦ hƴŎŜ ƛƴ wƻȅŀƭ 5ŀǾƛŘΩǎ /ƛǘȅ 
led into wave after wave of 
harmonies, carols, piccolo 
trumpets, wonderful choir items 
and descants as well as the 
retelling of the traditional story. A 
very atmospheric duet finale set 
the hairs on end before a rousing 
rendition of Hark! The Herald 
Angels Sing.   As many 
ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘŜŘΥ ά! ōŜŀǳǘƛŦǳƭ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ 
ƎŜǘ ǘƘŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ǎŜŀǎƻƴ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘέΦ 

Christmas started for our junior boarders 
when they were invited  to the opening 
of the Ice-rink  at Hestercombe House 
and Gardens ς the children also appeared 
in a live screening of  the ITV  
regional weather forecast which was 
broadcast that evening.   
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wedding of past pupil, Amy Bond, and Captain Howard Cordle.     

 

The children in Reception celebrated 
Diwali with the traditional Rama and 
Sita story.  They all dressed up and  had 
a Diwali tea party where they tasted 
Indian food and learnt an Indian dance. 

 

¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ tƻŜǘǊȅ 5ŀȅ ǿŀǎ 
celebrated in style by all, with Year 5 
wearing their own poetic creations on  
T-shirts. 

Year 6 brought the fantastical story of Charlie and the Chocolate Factory well and truly to life! 
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Yeovil-born, Modern Pentathlete, Sam 
Weale, gave an inspirational talk on what 
makes an Olympian to the children, 
before going on to take a coaching session 
with some of the children during the 
afternoon games lessons. 
 
The children not only had the opportunity 
to ask him questions about Beijing 2008 
and his journey to London 2012, but they 
also had some fun dressing up in his 
Olympic sports kit, including his full length 
swim suit and fencing mask.  Many were 
awe-ǎǘǊǳŎƪ ōȅ Ƙƛǎ ƭŀǎŜǊ Ǝǳƴ ŀƴŘ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ 
wait to have a go themselves!  

The assembly following Remembrance 
ǿŜŜƪŜƴŘ ǿƛƭƭ Ǝƻ Řƻǿƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ƳŜƳƻǊȅ 
as a particularly vibrant one as the school was 
visited by The Corps of Drums from The Band 
ƻŦ IŜǊ aŀƧŜǎǘȅΩǎ wƻȅŀƭ aŀǊƛƴŜǎΣ tƭȅƳƻǳǘƘΦ   
 
Under the direction of Sergeant Bugler Chaz 
Brown, everyone was completely enthralled 
with the intricate and sensational drumming 
and bugling display. 
 
The performance having finished, Chaz asked 
for  questions from the audience, after which 
ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ ǘǊŜŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŀƴ ŀŘ ƘƻŎ άƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ 
ƎŀƳŜέ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ŀ ǇǳǇƛƭ ŀƴŘ ŀ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǎǘŀŦŦ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ŘǊŜǎǎŜŘ ǳǇ ƛƴ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
uniform!! Complete with pith helmet and drum Mrs Thomas and Joe Messenger can 
be seen in the above photo trying extremely hard to keep up with the very intricate 
display: as you can imagine, this was an uproarious and hilarious moment for the 
audience and they loved it!  
 

The excitement was palpable as the children filed into the Arts 
Centre where  famous author, Marcus Sedgwick, was waiting to 
talk to Years 7 and 8 about his books and writing.   
 
aŀǊŎǳǎ ǿŀǎ Ǿƛǎǳŀƭƭȅ ǎǘǊƛƪƛƴƎ ŀǘ ŀōƻǳǘ сΩ пά ŀƴŘ ŘǊŜǎǎŜŘ ƛƴ ōƭŀŎƪΗ 
He is very interesting to talk to and not at all scary ς which his 
books might lead you to expect. 
 
We learnt that Marcus had drawn inspiration from many sources 
from Nesferatu to Star Wars and a book called The Hero with a 
Thousand Faces by Joseph Campbell which distils all the common 
elements of many folk stories, myths and legends.  He told us how 
a picture of a cute little kitten with a ball of wool represented an 
incident in My Swordhand is Singing and how he found a picture 
of two skeletons that perfectly represented part of one of the 
stories in his latest book, Midwinterblood.  
 

The children were enthralled, asked many intelligent questions at the end of his talk and were delighted to have their 
books signed by him.  Thank you, Marcus! 


